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Purposes: The purpose of this study is to analyze the degree of education focusing on creating students’ start-up
necessary in the university's department of optometry. Methods: As qualitative research, we conducted case studies on
interviews targeting 13 optometrists who had experience starting their own optical shop dealing with start-up process and
the university curriculum. A review of literature; which identifies educational objectives and curriculums of 40
universities and academic journal papers was carried out. Results: There is no difference in respect of educational
objectives and optician training among the 40 universities despite having different semesters(4.6.8). Curriculum details
are only focused on the national examination courses for obtaining optometrist license, yet optometrist’s start-up
education program is not conducted. The course related to start-up of optician’s store and its management is scarce in the
whole curriculum. Conclusions: The future goal of students applying to the department of optometry is to eventually
establish their own optical shop. Universities should provide curriculum on preparing start-up, otherwise encourage
students to take start-up education in other departments. Before graduation, it is important for students to learn how to
start their own businesses and to be prepared with structured and systematic approaches.
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Carrier(years)

No Name Sex Shop Name Location
Optician Ceo
1 Ryo 0 0 m 1 Optics Uijeungbu 18 12
2 Park 0 0 m G.D. Optics Uijeungbu 8 2
3 Park 0 0 m G.L. Optics Dongducheon 6
4 Shin 0 0 m L.M. Optics Dobong 22 18
5 Choi 0 0 f D Optics Nowon 8 5
6 Lee 0 0 m L Optics Youngsan 5 3
7 Jang 0 0 m 1 Optics Sungbuk 11 7
8 Ju0 o0 f D Optics Guri 11 6
9 Baek 0 0 m GD. Optics Ansung 9 6
10 Park 0 0 m K Optics Suweon 3 1
11 Shin 0 0 m N Optics Incheon 12 7
12 Choi 0 0 m B Optics Icheon 10 6
13 Lee 0 0 m 1 Optics Daejeon 5 1
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Table 2. Curriculum details’ credit, hour (lecture, practice) of university

Liberal Arts Major Graduate Credit
1" 2" Hour Hour
Credit Credit Total Major  Liberal Arts
Lecture Practice Lecture Practice
2 year 2 8.5 7.5 1 73 51 41 80 68 8
26 13.68 11.52 2.48 106.2 70.72 47.88 119.3 96.32 11.72
3 year ** 6~22 6~20 0~13 53~121 32~92 21~81 115~130 60~116 6~17
4 yeur 12 27.64 25.27 6.18 107.3 76 41.42 134.2 70.42 40.7
*x 6~61 6~61 0~44 83~139 27~106 30~67 120~140 56~78 23~65

1" educational system years 2° number of colleges or university
**min.~ max.
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Table 3. Curriculum details for Optometrist Licence Exam
2 year 3 year 4 year
Optician Licence Exam. Credit Hour Credi Hour Credit Hour

Lecture Practice Total Lecture Practice Total Lecture Practice Total

Ocular Anatomy 1.00 050 1.00 1.50 4.00 350 058 4.08 385 3.9 046 415

Ocular Physiology 250 250 0.00 250 219 215 0.04 219 231 223 015 238

1) Theoretical Ocular Disease 350 250 200 450 638 631 012 643 685 662 038 7.00
Ophthalmic ~ Spectacle's Material ~ 3.50 3.50 0.00 350 446 446 000 446 408 354 077 431
Optics Ocular Optics 1250 550 10.00 1550 10.08 938 123 10.61 11.85 954 492 1446
Geometric Optics 700 6.00 200 800 515 465 0.85 550 515 477 062 539

Physical Optics 400 4.00 0.00 400 335 288 046 334 331 277 085 362

Total 34.00 2450 15.00 39.50 35.61 3333 328 36.61 3740 33.16 8.15 4131

Ophthalmic Dispensing 11.50  7.00  9.00 16.00 1550  7.62 10.65 1827 11.77 7.62 8.15 1577

2) Applied Clinical Refraction ~ 2.50 2.00 1.00 3.00 654 277 473 750 477 292 273 565
Ophthalmic  Binocular Anomalies 6.50 3.50 6.00 9.50 11.69 6.81 7.04 1385 9.69 638 554 11.92
Optics Contact Lens 500 250 500 750 862 454 585 1038 808 523 515 10.38
Optometric Instruments 4.00 2.00 4.00 6.00 3.81 212 246 458 400 3.00 2.00 5.00

Total 29.50 17.00 25.00 42.00 46.16 23.86 30.73 54.58 3831 25.15 23.57 48.72

Medical Law 200 2.00 000 200 235 235 0.00 235 208 208 000 2.08

Other Internship 1.50 000 0.00 000 327 050 428 478 283 017 245 262
Other 2.00 2,00 0.00 200 723 6.50 1.81 831 1092 7.62 485 1247

Total 550 400 0.00 4.00 12.85 935 6.09 1544 1583 987 730 17.17

Sum 69.00 4550 40.00 8550 94.62 66.54 40.10 106.63 91.54 68.18 39.02 107.2
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