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Purpose: This study aimed to examine optometrists’ awareness of the enforcement of license registration and participation
in continuing education, as well as the quality of online continuing education. Methods: Questionnaires regarding
optometrists’ recognition of the enforcement of their license registration and changes in their recognition concerning
participation in continuing education after such enforcement, as well as the quality of online continuing education, were
administered to optometrists who participated in continuing education in 2019 held by the Optics Society of the Korean
Optometric Association, in Chungcheongnam-do. Results: Although 95.2% of the subjects recognized license registration,
63.5% reported no change in the recognition of participation in continuing education after its enforcement. User
satisfaction related to sub-domains of online continuing education quality was the highest (3.30), while service quality
was the lowest (3.16). There were high levels of correlation among all sub-domains of online continuing education
quality; job relation, in particular, had the highest positive correlation with perceived usefulness (r=0.86). The score of
online continuing education quality was higher in the group with changes in recognition of participation in continuing
education after the enforcement of license registration than in the group without such changes. Conclusions: The results
showed that most optometrists in this study recognized license registration and that quality of online continuing education
had an effect on their recognition of participation in continuing education. It is considered necessary to attempt to enhance the
quality of future online continuing education held by the Optics Society, by examining optometrists’ needs.
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Table 1. General characteristics of the respondents

Variable Division N (%)
Gender Male 221 (71.3)
Female 89 (28.7)
20~30 76 (24.5)
Age 31~50 162 (52.3)
50> 72 (23.2)
Marital status Unmarried 101 326)
Married 209 (67.4)
Establishment Employer 162 (52.3)
condition Employee 148 (47.7)
3> 34 (11.0)
Work experience 3< & 5> 34 (11.0)
ors) 5< & 10> 57 (18.4)
10< 185 (59.7)
Total 310 (100)
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Table 2. Characteristics related to the enforcement of licensing registration

Variable Division N (%)

Awareness 295 (95.2)

Recognition of enforcement of license registration
Non awareness 15 (4.8)
Continuing education experience before enactment Experience 264 (85.2)
of license registration No experience 46 (14.8)
Continuing education experience after enforcement Experience 271 (87.4)
of license registration No experience 39 (12.6)
Participation awareness change in continuing education In change 113 (36.5)
after enforcement of license registration No change 197 (63.5)
Necessary 143 (46.1)
Necessity of cgntmulr'lg §ducat10n gfter participation Moderate 113 (36.5)

in continuing education
Not necessary 54 (17.4)
) ) Plenty of time 128 (41.3)
Continuing education time

Less time 182 (58.7)
1< & 4> 66 (21.3)
Time required for continuing education (hour) 4< & 7> 166 (53.5)
7< 78 (25.2)
Total 310 (100)

n|wko] 1668 (53.5%) 202 7P8 Wkar 747t o]4to] 78
(25.2%), 1~4A1ZF mRko] 6678 (21.3%) <=0 & ettt
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Table 3. Quality of online continuing education

Kyung-Hee Hong and Se-Jin Kim

Variable Question Mean SD Cronbach’s a

System quality 4 3.29 0.91 0.89

Information quality 4 3.28 0.79 0.92

Service quality 4 3.16 0.76 0.88

Self-efficacy 3 3.20 0.84 0.93

Job relation 3 3.19 0.77 0.91

Perceived usefulness 3 3.20 0.88 0.97

User satisfaction 3 3.30 0.85 0.85

Total 24 3.23 0.70 0.97
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Table 4. Correlation analysis of the quality of online continuing education

Variable 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Quality of online continuing education 1
System quality 0.71%* 1
Information quality 0.92%* 0.67** 1
Service quality 0.88** 0.60** 0.82%* 1
Self-efficacy 0.87** 0.55%* 0.75%* 0.72%* 1
Job relation 0.89** 0.44** 0.81** 0.74** 0.74** 1
Perceived usefulness 0.85%* 0.42%+* 0.73%%* 0.66** 0.69** 0.86** 1
User satisfaction 0.82%** 0.45%%* 0.67%* 0.69%* 0.67** 0.67** 0.68%* 1

**p<0.01
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Table 5. Quality of online continuing education by participation awareness change

Participation awareness change in continuing education

Variable Mean+SD P-value
In change (N=113) No change (N=197)

System quality 3.45+0.87 3.19+0.92 0.02*
Information quality 3.49+0.66 3.16+0.84 0.00**
Service quality 3.26+0.69 3.09+0.79 0.06

Self-efficacy 3.38+0.73 3.09+0.89 0.00**
Job relation 3.40+0.69 3.07+0.79 0.00%*
Perceived usefulness 3.34+0.73 3.1240.95 0.03*
User satisfaction 3.44+0.64 3.22+0.95 0.03*
Total 3.40+0.58 3.14+0.75 0.00**

£p<0.05 , **p <0.01
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