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Purpose: This study analyzed key quantitative indicators of the department of Optometry based on university
information disclosure data. This aimed to understand the current status of the department, identify challenges, and
identify improvement measures. Methods: Data from 30 universities that disclosed their information disclosure data for
the past three years (2023 to 2025) on university Information disclosure system were collected and statistically analyzed.
Results: The competition rate for new students in the department of Optometry (average over three years) was
2.16+0.63:1 for two-year school system, 3.18+1.50:1 for three-year system, and 6.32+4.10:1 for four-year system, showing
significant differences by school system (F=5.846, p=0.008). There were no significant differences in admission quotas,
number of enrolled students, scholarships, or employment rates by school system. The competition rate for new students
was 7.72+3.82:1 in Seoul/Gyeonggi, 3.91£2.59:1 in Gangwon/Jeju, 3.56+1.94:1 in Daejeon/Chungbuk/Chungnam, 2.98+0.33:1
in Daegu/Ulsan/Busan, 2.55+0.87:1 in Gyeongbuk/Gyeongnam, and 2.01£0.20:1 in Gwangju/Jeonbuk/Jeonnam, showing a
significant difference by region (F=4.909, p=0.003). There were no significant differences in admission quotas, number
of enrolled students, or employment rates by region. Scholarships were highest in the Daegu/Ulsan/Busan regions, and
there was a significant difference by region (F=5.727, p=0.001). Conclusions: To ensure the survival and balanced
development of the department of Optometry, universities and departments must be aware of the problem and strive for
educational innovation and qualitative improvement.
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Analysis of Major Status of Department of Optometry -Based on University Information Disclosure System-

Table 1. Regional distribution of universities and colleges

with department of optometry (N=30)
Region 2-year  3-year  4-year Total %
Gyeonggi 0 4 2 6 20
Gyeongbuk 1 2 1 4 13.3
Gangwon 1 0 2 3 10
Daegu 0 3 0 3 10
Gyeongnam 0 2 0 2 6.7
Jeonnam 0 1 1 2 6.7
Chungbuk 0 1 1 2 6.7
Daejeon 0 1 1 2 6.7
Chungnam 0 0 1 1 33
Jeonbuk 1 0 0 1 33
Jeju 0 1 0 1 33
Gwangju 0 1 0 1 33
Busan 1 0 0 1 33
Seoul 0 0 1 1 33
Total 4 16 10 30 100
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Table 2. Current status of universities and colleges with department of optometry

Division School system  Minimum Maximum Median Top 25% Bottom 25% Average
2-year 1,509 2,168 1693.00 2,053.75 1,550.50 1,765.75
3-year 1,186 6,056 3,460.00 4,219.00 2,454.50 3,454.13
Students quota
4-year 1,333 11,760 3,577.50 6,718.00 3,178.25 4,922.90
Total 1,186 11,760 3,460.00 4,346.75 2,140.50 3,718.60
2-year 1,596 2,617 1,868.00 2,457.50 1,636.25 1,987.25
No. of enrolled 3-year 1,532 6,500 3,442.00 4,533.00 2,275.50 3,489.63
students 4-year 2,183 11,586 4,292.00 6,655.75 3,400.00 5,331.60
Total 1,532 11,586 3,477.50 4,840.00 2,229.50 3,903.30
2-year 53 68 53.50 64.50 53.00 57.00
No. of faculty in full 3-year 40 180 100.50 134.00 70.50 102.44
service 4-year 99 485 174.50 295.50 110.25 218.40
Total 40 485 109.00 148.00 67.50 135.03
No. of students per 2-year 29.6 33.4 31.15 32.85 29.97 31.32
one faculty in full 3-year 275 37.6 34.20 3537 32,51 33.74
(basissir;/t:cjrolled 4-year 19.2 36.2 30.80 33.30 26.85 29.87
students Total 19.2 37.6 33.00 35.12 30.25 32.11
2-year 523 67.1 61.35 66.60 53.62 60.52
Full-time faculty 3-year 524 92.0 59.75 65.67 54.35 62.17
retention rate (%) 4-year 36.4 100.8 71.20 79.72 63.77 71.38
Total 36.4 100.8 63.55 71.57 55.49 65.02
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Table 3. Current status of the department of optometry
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Division school system 2023 2024 2025 3-year average+SD
2-Year” 2.12+0.72 2.22+0.63 2.12+0.74 2.16+0.63
Competition rate for 3-Year” 3.29+1.34 3.15+1.62 3.12+1.61 3.18+1.50
freshman admissions 4-Year® 6.22+4.08 5.4943.96 7.2744.48 6.32+4.10
F (p) 5.846 (0.008)"
2-Year 35.75+16.30 33.25+11.35 33.25+11.35 34.08+12.01
) 3-Year 43.69+15.92 41.69+14.34 40.69+14.98 42.02+14.82
Admission quota
4-Year 30.90+16.84 31.30+18.32 30.40+16.85 30.87+16.75
F (p) 1.720 (0.198)
2-Year 62.25+37.86 65.25+28.95 69.25+25.06 65.58+28.28
No. of enrolled 3-Year 112.31+47.19 109.19+45.09 104.69+45.42 108.73+45.03
students 4-Year 117.40+58.28 113.80+63.97 111.80+63.66 114.33+59.89
F (p) 1.504 (0.240)
2-Year 3,851.50+750.17 4,483.50+£637.27 4,440.25+487.35 4,258.42+647.82
Scholarships 3-Year 4,090.06+1122.00 4,221.25+1188.62 4,417.62+£1172.08 4,242.98+1144.38
4-Year 3,132.80+1859.83 3,748.90+£979.91 4,250.70+£1207.36 3,710.80+1428.31
F (p) 0.787 (0.465)
2022 2023 2024
2-Year 67.02+5.79 66.17+7.72 60.48+5.14 64.56+6.47
Employment rate 3-Year 71.51£11.02 75.5949.78 76.71£7.11 75.01£9.46
4-Year 64.60+26.24 63.53+34.98 62.97+33.71 61.54+33.36
F (p) 1.522 (0.236)

*One-way ANOVA was performed using each university's 3-year mean as a single observation; yearly columns are descriptive only
“"Means with the same superscript are not significantly different based on Duncan's multiple range test results (p>0.05)
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